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Democrats Gain, But
GOP Still on Top
By SANFORD GOLTZ
' (St»t« Journal SUH Writer)

The Rows Hoed and to Be Hoed
This week's Wisconsin primary
election proved—among other things
—that political contests are won by
hard work, It also proved that when
individual hard work is coordinated,
through some form of political organization, victories can be won
even against tough odds.
By and large, The State Journal
is_well satisfied with the 1950 primary election. Voters in both the
Republican and Democratic columns
nominated, in most cases, candidates
-.vho fairly represent the principles
and who will work for the goals
sought by the two parties.
That makes the task of the voter
easier in November.
* * *

Don't Get Cocky

The primary results should make
. neither Republicans nor Democrats
over-confident about what will be
the outcome of the general election.
In the primary, more voters cast
their ballots in the Republican column than in the Democratic, but that
is traditional in Wisconsin.
If GOP workers become overlyimpressed by their numerical superiority in this week's vote, and let
down in their work and their efforts
to elect1 their ticket, they will be
making a mistake.
They should, as a matter of fact,
observe soberly that Democrats increased their share of the total primary vote from about 18 per cent
two years ago to about 28 per cent in
1950.
On the other hand, Republicans
need not become panic-stricken by
this development, nor should the
Democrats rely on these figures as
an indication of Fair Deal victory in
November.
An increase in the size of the
Democratic primary vote was forecast. It was as certain as the flowers in spring, and the reason is not
hard to find. The Democrats staged
a red-hot four-way U. S. senatorial
contest. In addition, Democrats had
twice as many county and legislative
slates in the field this year as they
had two years ago. The increase in
the number of voters attracted to
the Democratic ballot was automatic.
November, however, is another
story.
Victory will go to the party—and
the candidates —; who do the most
work and do the best job of telling
their story to the voters in language
they understand.
* * *

Two Examples

Dane county saw two excellent
examples of the way in which hard
work and personalized campaigning
pays off in politics. In the second assembly district,
William Proxmire defeated the vet-

eran John Blaska in the Democratic
primary;. Blaska is a well-known
farmer and a familiar name to the
county's voters, but he- was too busy
with his farm work to do any campaigning.
Proxmire has lived in his assembly district only 18 months, but won
the nomination by spending every
waking hour at the job of cornering
votes.
In the third Dane county assembly district, the veteran Rudy RoethJisberger was defeated for the Republican nomination by Mrs. Mildred1
,Ryerson, a housewife. Roethlisberger staged a good campaign, but Mrs.
Ryerson's was better, for it was a
campaign in which her many friends
joined in a door-to-door, house-tohouse, telephone-to-telephone job of
"selling" her as a candidate.
* * *

Fun With Figures
The rather unusual interpretation put on the election by the Capital Times is intriguing.
The Times, naturally, bears a
strong prejudice against Walter Kohler, who was endorsed by Republican
party workers as their candidate for
governor. The Times adds the votes
that were cast for Leh Schmitt, who
opposed Kohler in the GOP primary,
to the total vote cast for the Thompson and Greene, the two Democratic
contenders, and, says that these were
"anti-Kohler", votes. The Times thus
contends that there were 300,000
"anti-Kohler" votes, with only 256,000 for him.
Well, that's one way of looking at
it. But let's apply the Times' logic
and arithmetic to two of its own candidates—Carl Thompson and Tom
Fairchild.
Thompson drew about 125,000
votes. The other three candidates for
governor drew a total of 431,000
votes. Therefore voters, according to
the Times' own argument, cast 431,000 "anti-Thompson" ballots.
* * *
To apply Capital Times' mathematics to the Fairchild senatorial
candidacy would make it even more
embarrassing.
Mr. Fairchild attracted 56,000
votes. The five other major candidates for the U. S. senatorial nominations attracted a total of 492,000
ballots. These—by the Times' standards—were "anti-Fairchild" votes.
And if one wanted to carry this
to the Times' extreme, it could be
pointed out that Fairchild received
only 56,000 votes while his three
Democratic opponents polled a total
of 104,000. Fairchild got only about
a third of the total Democratic votes cast, and thus represents a minority
in that party.
All of which goes to show you can
"prove" anything with figures.

Big Ballot for A Big Crop
Potato growers in the midwest
will vote next week in a referendum,
conducted by the Production and
Marketing Administration (PMA),
on the question of continuing federal
price supports.
The ballot dreamed up to find out
whether the farmers want the supports—and the controls that go with
Jhem—is 10 pages long, including six

pages of fine print.
It's too bad that the PMA doesn't
have at least three or four other
questions it would like to have the
potato growers vote on. If the PMA
really worked at it, we have no doubt
that farmers could be furnished with
a ballot that could take the place of
the old mail order catalogue in most
farm homes.

Letdown from the Buildup
When Pres. Truman tossed Louis
Johnson to the wolves, the jubilation
was loudest a n d least confined
among the admirers and defenders
of Dean Acheson.
"Now," they whooped in glee,
"Just watch our secretary of state
go to town!" v
' They did a happy jig as they pictured Mr. Acheson as finally relieved of the feuds and burdens of
the unloved defense secretary, full
of confidence and some magic elixir
that would suddenly give him power
-and permission to set the world
aright.
His new lease on life came—oh,
so blessedly! — on the eve of the Big
Three foreign ministers' conference
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in New York. Now, with hands free,
Mr. Acheson would wrap up and deliver, in one miraculous stroke, the
defense of Europe.
The foreign ministers would determine, with the swift and certain
guidance of the brilliant Acheson
persuasion, to rearm Germany as a
force against the Communist threat
on the continent.
Well, Mr. Acheson h a s drunk
deeply of his elixir . . . and fallen
flat on his face.
The conference of foreign ministers has broken up with a lot of bluff
bark at Russia, some tender and uncertain talk about increasing allied
forces in West .Germany, a few stabs
at a German police force and German industrial expansion . . . and
that's all.
So obviously unimpressed- with
the new Acheson sheen were Britain's Bevin and France's Shuman
that the Big Three communique said
nothing about Mr. Acheson's pet rearming project he was going to put
across in such a rush, except for a
faint noting of "sentiments recently
expressed in Germany and elsewhere
in favor of German participation in
an integrated force for the defense of
freedom."
They "noted" Mr. Acheson's sentiments, in other words, and promptly flicked them into the dustbin.
They will adjourn for a f e w
weeks while the Russians chuckle,
Europe falls deeper into panic fear,
and Dean Acheson takes another pull
at his marvelous jug of corn-squeezings.

Under
the
Dome

Washington Calling! By Marquis Childs

Modern Weapon Out of Past
WASHINGTON—As the grim struggle
with Communism continues, it is abundantly clear that the United States cannot
win without the friendship and goodwill
of people in Europe and Asia. Atomic
bombers might destroy most of the world.
But that would not be victory.
Even the United States and Western
Europe together are not sufficient. If we
lose the friendship of the great mass of
the Asian peoples, there will be little hope
for the West.
In (his complicated, troubled relationship, it is East vs. West, color vs white,
high technology vs. primitive agriculture,
colonialism vs; nationalism. Above all, it
is iri the deep-seated memory of two centuries of exploitation of East by West, more
often than not cruel, arrogant, ruthless and
greedy.
The memory of it in a thousand ways
is seared deeply into the consciousness
of Asia's millions. The heritage of suspicion it has left behind may well be the
greatest single obstacle to practical understanding and workable partnership between
the two halves of the globe.
* * »
American missionaries in every Asian
country helped to spread goodwill and, in
many instances, provided medical help
and knowledge. Millions of American children filled mite boxes with pennies for foreign missions, most of them in Asia.
Some of this was supercilious and condescending, but much of it was both wellintentioned and profoundly rewarding in
terras of friendship and understanding.

This is another era, a harsher and more
cynical, era. How much of the goodwill
out of the past survives today?
Fortunately, the record of the United
States is considerably better than that of
most European nations on this score. In
1900, at the time of the Boxer rebellion
in China, instead of grabbing Chinese territory as the other pow-,.,,
ers did, America devoted
its share of the repara- 'J
tions to/ financing Chi- *
n e B e students in this £ j
country.
**
As a result of the war #
with Spain, the Philip-5^
pines became an American possession. Almost
from the first, after the
bitter fighting with Agui- .
naldo's guerrillas w a s
CHILDS
ended, the American objective was to govern in the interests of
the Philippine people and, ultimately, to
give them their independence.
In the aftermath of the devastation of
World War II and with the misuse of funds
ladled out by Washington too freely, the
Philippines today have a sorry look. The
Huks, often Communist-led, are a serious
threat to peace and stability.
Nevertheless, the American example
hag had a wide influence in Asia. It was
convincing proof that a Western nation did
want an oriental people to progress toward
statehood.

As Westbrook Pegler Sees It

The Empress' Confession
NEW YORK—Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
recently w.rote an attempt at self-exculpation which plainly is the new line of those
who had traffic with Communist fronts
during the era when it was "smart to be
Red."Mrs. Roosevelt expresses the new line
•with a bland claim that the fellow-travelers of the war period "went to meetings
and associated with people without knowing much about tiie people or the association.''
Well, there was no excuse for their Ignorance in this respect because the Committee on Un-American Activities had developed the facts and Mrs. Roosevelt yielded to nobody in her resentment against
the committee for doing just that. I never
went to any such meetings or 'associated
with any such people. I knew they were
Reds and I think most of the sorry innocents who now. profess to have been duped
also knew the Reds were Red,
"Gradually since the war," the Empress
writes, "many of the individuals and associations that were quite harmless' and
acceptable during the war become dangerous because they are now Communist and
therefore subversive. It
follows from this then
that what you did during the war, although en- tirely harmless in those
days, may get you into
trouble today."
May I point out that
this lady's son, Jimmy, is
running for governor of
California, that bis mothPEGLER
er ig cam p a ig n jng for
him, and that Jimmy for a time held a
job at $25,000 a year as director of political organization of the Independent Citizens' Committee of the Arts, Sciences and
Professions?
May I point out that this1 committee
was not "entirely harmless" at any time
but was immediately'pegged as a Communist front and that whoever joined it and
served it and accepted its money had reason to be suspicious and exercise caution?
I recall that Billy Rose, who is a professional showman,' wrote some time ago
that the Empress called a meeting of about
75 of her followers, all theatrical people,
at which she "confessed" that she had been
duped and used by "various organizations
to which I've lent my name and1 support."
That was "a few years ago, ' Mr. Rose
wrote, which would make the confession
very- tardy even so. But it is a strange
fact that this "confession" and repudiation ,.
were confidential % a little circle of about
75. Inumucb «f thousand*, poulbly several millions, of cttlcens may have been
misled by her example, why wonlda't It

have been wiser to make the break in public?
'
" 'Confession is good for the soul and
tonight I have something to confess to all
of you'," she said, according to Billy Rose.
" 'After thinking it over a long time I've
reluctantly come to the conclusion that I've
been taken in, duped and used by various
organizations to which I've lent my name
and support.
" 'And since most of"y<ra are connected
with the Independent Citizens' Committee,
I want you to know that I consider this particular organization the most insidious and
dishotiest of them all. I have resigned'
from it and I've come here tonight to plead
with all of you to do the same.'
"The lady wen< on to review the committee and how it was formed in 1944 to
foster honest liberalism; how a good many
theater people, including your unsuspicious
servant, had contributed their names and
bank-notes to give the organization a boost;
how when meetin.' night*came around, most
of them had other things to do; how the
pinks had showed up in force and frenzy,
taken over lock stock and gavel-and given
out press pronunciamentos which ninetenths of the members wouldn't have
dreamed of echoing, even in their sleep."
About half of the members present resented this, but the other half. Including
Howard Lindsay and Bussel Crouse, who
have the presumption^to'write plays seriously dealing with our national politics
and the presidency and the luck to get
away with them on an ignorant public,
agreed with. Mrs. Roosevelt. They immediately set about killing off the committee.
"As of this writing," Mr. Rose concluded, "Allah he pfalsed, It's no longer fashionable to be a traitor on Times Square."
I am not so sure of that. And Mr.
Rose, who could be so naive in joining
a front and remaining unaware of its nature until the Empress repudiated it,
might be mistaken about the extent of
treason as of now in the theater business.
At any rate, this seems to me to demonstrate again the folly of permitting
Broadway and Hollywood characters to expound "liberalism" and "democracy" in
space which originally was allotted to frivolity.

Companionship
What 1» companionship where nothing
that improves .the intellect is communicated, and where the larger heart contracts
Itself to the model and dimension of the
•mailer?—Unto.
•

Wisconsin Democrats Tuesday made
nice gains In the share of the total primary
vote, over what they were able to command two years ago, but still were shaded
more than two to one by the Republicans.
As this is written, with more than ninetenths of the state vote in, Republican candidates for governor have rolled up 373,000 votes while two Democratic candidates
have- less than 149,000 votes between
them.
Total vote for governor in both parties
probably will be below 600,000, just about
the 1948 primary figure, with the Republicans getting 70 per cent of the total. ~
N Democrats, pleased with a definite upswing in their total vote on state candidates, can get little comfort for November in the fact that Leonard F. Schmitt,
badly beaten "anti-machine" GOP candidate for governor, still took almost as many
votes as their two gubernatorial candidates
combined,
There can be no doubt that a rebuilt
state Democratic machine coupled with a
big boost in Democratic candidates on
county and legislative levels over two
years ago, promises a better "ote in November than the party has had in many
years.
It still Is doubtful that they can make
wide enough gains between now and Nov. 7
to elect a state ticket.
For the governorship in 1948, with the
help of a lively presidential contest that
Pres. Truman carried, Wisconsin Democrats lost the governorship by almost 125,000
votes.
They elected an attorney general that year,
w i t h the considerable
help of state Republicans
who were openly leery of
Donald J. Martin.
This year they must
count on the ability of
C a r l Thompson, twotime candidate for govGOLTZ
srnor, and Tom Fairchild, their U. S. senate candidate, to pull
votes never attracted to the Democratic
slate in an off-year election.
While it is unlikely that the Democrats can elect any constitutional officer
this fall, there is significance—and hope
for the Democrats—in the GOP balloting
on U, S, senator.
Sen. Alexander Wiley, Chippewa Falls
Republican who is seeking a third term,
must have been disconcerted Tuesday to
have a complete unknown poll one-third
as many votes as he did.
His opponent, Edward J. Finan, is a
boilermaker and farmer living near Bristol
in Kenosha county. Running for congress
in the first district two years ago, he polled
a total of 4,000 votes in the primary against
Rep. Lawrence J. Smith (R-Racine).
This year Finan made virtually no
campaign, and was neither seen nor heard
around the state. He had the backing of
no organization.
Set he polled more votes against a
well-known incumbent who had the party's
endorsement than any of the- four Democratic candidates.
They were the votes of Republicans
who didn't know Finan, but were extremely limited in their enthusiasm for Wiley.
Add to that the fact that many Republican voters ignored the senate contest entirely, and it's plain that Wiley will have to
convince a lot of potential Republicans between now and Nov. 7 if he wants to keep
his seat.
People do strange things in elections,
especially primaries.
In Dane county, for instance, about a
thousand Republicans who voted for governor failed to indicate a choice for U, S.
senate., Almost the same number failed
to vote1 for lieutenant governor, where
there was a contest. 4
And for secretary of state, where Fred
R. Zimmerman was unopposed on the GOP
ticket, about 1,500 voters in Dane county
alone passed up the office entirely.

Try and Stop Me
,

Br BENNETT CERF

When Lowell Thomas commutes he
avoids the smoking car because the smoke
irritates his throat and makes him sound
a bit less mellifluous at the microphone
later. One day, in the non-smoker, however a gent plopped himself in the other,
half of Thomas' seat, and lit a giant stogie.
Unwilling to create a scene, Thomas
waited for the conductor to come by and
punch his commutation ticket. As he handed it over, he tapped the conductor's arm,
and nodded, to the gent with the stogie.
The conductor nodded back, gave his
ticket another punch, and moved on down
the car.

Grin
and

Bear It

"Chief say thanks
... he think you
picturesque,

too!!..."

The Mail Bag
You'll Have It
Editor, The State Journal—Every morning when I listen to The State Journal
news broadcast I miss one earlier message
which for years gave such splendid advice
to thousands—oldsters as well as youngsters. , It was Bill Doudna's voice saying,
"Look to the left, took to the ripht before
crossing the street. And remember the policeman on the corner is your best friend."
His message was so well timed and
many of us have felt his was a message
that formed a babit for us and our families. Can't we have that message again?
It sure saved lives, I am sure.—Mabel C.
Fleming, 225 Clifford ct.

By Battle or Spending
Editor, The State Journal: Some weeks
ago I sent an article in to the Capital
Times. It was my first attempt to put any
of my own ideas into print. 1 was under
the impression that the public was invited
to write to their newspapers and express
their views. I watched for days but I
never saw my letter in print.
At first I thought maybe my letter was
not written in a manner that would be understandable to the public, or possibly my
grammar left something to be desired. I
have since read some of the letters that
were printed, however, and feel that the
editor could have leaned backwards just
a little and let it be printed if that were
the case.
In the letter I placed the blame for both
World War II and the Korean Police Action squarely on the administration. I felt
that in both cases the American people had
been deceived as to the true situation
throughout the world.
I blamed the administration for eliminating the field of international relations
from public discussion and charged that
they went ahead and involved the United
States in war. This was done either deliberately or else through the stupidity of
our top officials. Surely our actions invited
both conflicts.
I also stated that I thought the people
were tired of having the administration
get them involved in war as a result of a
foreign policy over which they had no part
in formulating and then calling on the people to make the supreme sacrifice when
the administration's blundering caught up
with them.
I stressed the fact that the intelligence
department had been neglected both during the period before World War II and
during the period before World War III,
(I'm sorry, the "Korean Police Action,").
This in my opinion shows that those now
at the helm of our ship of state cannot
learn even by experience.
J was also impressed by the Tact that
while the Russians have built up a powerful propaganda system to spread their lies
we have done nothing to counteract it by
spreading the truth.
I believe that once again we are involved in a conflict which we can not back
down from regardless of bow we became
involved. I believe that it is everyone's
duty to cooperate in every way to meet
this grave emergency which confronts us.
I further believe that this may be a blunder that could be turned to our advantage
if we put our wholehearted support behind
the UN.
Possibly it was my belief that we can
succumb to Communism either by defeat
on the field of battle, or which seems to
be more likely, through government spending. That did not meet with Mr. Eviue's
approval. He seems to think that the well
will never run dry in his time and is not
concerned for the youth of today who would
like to have the same opportunity he had,
that of matching his skill in a world of free
enterprise and not a government planned
economy as advocated by the editor of the
Capital Times.—Mr. Freedom, Madison.

Yesterdays
(50 Years AKO—Sept. 21, 1900)
The first football game of the season at
Camp Randall will be played between the
university and high school teams.
The University Golf club has laid out
its links southwest of the city, and the
course now consists of nine instead of six
holes./
(25 Years Aeo—Sept. 21, 1925)
Col. William M. Mitchell, critic of the
war and navy departments, and former assistant chief of the army air service, today was relieved from active duty as air
officer of the eighth corps area, Maj. Gen.
John L. Hines, chief of staff of the army,
was informed.
With Madison schools, labor, and civic
and fraternal organizations lining up in
support of the project, the Community
Union pageant, to be held the night of
Oct. 3, is gradually taking shape.
(10 Years Ago—Sept. 21, 1940)
A crowd of 15,000 persons will jam the
University of Wisconsin fieWhouse and
more will overflow into the parking areas
outside Friday night to hear the first Wisconsin campaign speech delivered by
Wendell L. Willkic, Republican nominee
for president of the United States.

